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The long road to a responsible budget
At this writing, Pennsylvania remained without a complete budget for the 
2015-16 fiscal year.

With a Democratic governor and Republican majorities in the House and 
Senate, some discord could be expected. However, an 8-month-plus 
impasse is unacceptable.

Throughout the process, I have sought compromise.

But Pennsylvania needs to break away from policies that have led to 
the structural deficit, underfunding of schools and programs crucial to 
vulnerable citizens, higher property taxes and multiple downgrades to its 
credit rating.

Pennsylvania was on the cusp of breaking away from the ruinous status 
quo and gimmicks endemic in the previous four budgets. But, after 
months of negotiating, House leaders adjourned the chamber just before 
a final vote on the bipartisan budget framework.

The Senate quickly folded up shop, too, shortly before sending an 
unbalanced, pretend budget to the governor on Christmas Eve.

By not vetoing the entire Christmas Eve budget, Gov. Tom Wolf enabled 
our schools to continue operating and our most vulnerable citizens to 
continue receiving crucial services.

But it’s time to approve a compromise budget that can build the better 
future that Pennsylvania deserves.

We need to get this done!
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My effort honoring 
family caregivers 
wins approval
The House of Representatives unanimously 
approved my legislation designating 
November 2015 as National Family 
Caregivers Month in Pennsylvania.

House Resolution 587 salutes the selfless and 
loving Americans providing care and support 
to family members and friends in need.  

According to a study, over 1.6 million 
family caregivers statewide are caring 
for an older adult.  Family caregivers 
provide unconditional love and support, 
enabling those in need to remain in a home 
environment, saving the state millions 
of dollars by keeping frail seniors out of 
expensive nursing homes.

The theme for National Family Caregivers 
Month was “Respite: Care for the Caregivers” 
to bring attention to how important it is that we 
provide family caregivers with a break so they 
can rest and rejuvenate, or take advantage of 
support programs in their communities.

Good news for local seniors
As Democratic secretary of the House Aging and Older Adult Services 
Committee, I am pleased to report that over 180,000 seniors with 
Highmark’s Medicare Advantage plan coverage will continue to have in-
network access to University of Pittsburgh Medical Center hospitals and 
doctors.

The state Supreme Court ruling spares enrollees in Highmark’s Security 
Blue HMO and Freedom Blue PPO plans from comparatively higher rates 
until June 2019.

It also removes uncertainty for seniors with the Highmark plans who didn’t 
know whether they would be able to retain their UPMC doctors.

It’s a welcome decision in the dispute between the health care giants. 
Consumers too frequently were left battered and bruised on the sidelines 
as the behemoths skirmished in the courts and the news media.
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 Car registrations, special tags, disability placards,  
 titles and driver’s license applications.

 Unemployment compensation, disability and workers’  
 compensation.

 Requests for literature of all kinds – bills, regulations,  
 statutes, Pennsylvania maps, senior citizen information.

 Complaints and problems with insurance companies.
 Renewal of state-issued licenses or certifications.
 Property Tax/Rent Rebate problems or questions.
 PACE prescription-drug cards for senior citizens.
 Consumer complaints.
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Do you have difficulty paying 
for prescription drugs?
Pennsylvania’s programs can help

PACE, PACENET and PACE Plus Medicare are 
Pennsylvania’s prescription-drug assistance programs for 
senior citizens. The programs offer low-cost prescription 
medication to eligible Pennsylvania residents who meet 
income qualifications.

Who is eligible? 
To be eligible for PACE and PACENET, you must be:

 65 or older.

 A Pennsylvania resident 
for at least 90 days before 
applying.

 NOT enrolled in the 
Department of Human 
Services Medicaid 
prescription benefit.

What are the income qualifications? 
PACE and PACENET eligibility is determined by your previous 
calendar year’s income. 

PACE:
 For a single person, total 

income must be $14,500 
or less.

 For a married couple, 
combined total income 
must be $17,700 or less.

PACENET:
 For a single person, total 

income can be between 
$14,500 and $23,500.

 For a married couple, 
combined total income 
can be between $17,700 
and $31,500.

What is PACE Plus Medicare? 
Under PACE Plus Medicare, PACE/PACENET coverage 
is supplemented by federal Medicare Part D prescription 
coverage and offers older Pennsylvanians the best benefits 
of both programs. Older adults continue to receive the same 
prescription benefits while, in many cases, saving more 
money.

My offices can provide you with more information about 
PACE, PACENET and PACE Plus Medicare, and help you 
with the application process.

SIGN UP FOR EMAIL UPDATES
I want to alert you to House rules that limit when I 
can contact you leading up to an election. Unless you 
specifically opt in to continue receiving my emails, I’m 
prohibited from sending you legislative email updates for 
60 days before the 2016 primary and general elections.
Opting in will allow you to continue to receive notices 
about important issues that matter to you, including: 

 Updates on legislation, 
 News and events in the district, and 
 Other relevant government-related information.

You can sign up to receive my email alerts – and opt in to 
continue receiving them before elections – by visiting my 
website at www.pahouse.com/Ravenstahl, clicking “STAY 
CONNECTED,” filling out the form and leaving the box 
checked.
You can also stay updated on social media. Just “like” 
my legislative Facebook page: www.facebook.com/
RepARavenstahl. I’m also on Twitter: @RepARavenstahl.

I was honored 
to attend the 
Memorial Garden 
Dedication in 
Avalon at the 
American Legion, 
Post 116. The 
project included 
a wall to honor 
and always 
remember the 
service and 
sacrifice of our 
veterans.
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Help available with Property Tax/Rent Rebates
Applications for this year’s Property Tax/Rent Rebate Program are now available, and my offices can 
help obtain the application and provide FREE assistance in filing for a rebate.

The program benefits eligible Pennsylvanians 65 or older, widows and widowers 50 or older, and people 
with disabilities 18 or older.

I’m also pleased to report that the House of Representatives has passed legislation that would help 
senior citizens maintain eligibility in Pennsylvania’s Property Tax/Rent Rebate Program.

House Bill 406 would double the death benefit exemption to $10,000 when calculating income eligibility 
for the program and would improve the incomes of seniors living on fixed incomes and being harmed by 
escalating property taxes.

Without this change, any death benefit above the current $5,000 cap is counted toward the survivor’s 
income.

The bill would increase the cap for the first time since 1971, when an adult funeral cost about $980. 
Funeral costs today average more than $6,500, which does not include the burial site or monument.

I was gratified to vote for legislation, now before the Senate, which would help more Pennsylvanians 
secure property tax relief. 

State Representative Adam Ravenstahl

I rallied in October with fellow lawmakers, animal rights 
activists and Humane Society officials in support of Angel’s 
Law, which would increase the grading of charges related to 
animal abuse, appropriately punishing those who commit such 
heinous acts. It also would steepen the charges for repeat 
offenders. Angel’s Law is named after a rescue dog adopted by 
a Pittsburgh-area family. House Bill 113 awaits consideration in 
the House Judiciary Committee.

Putting muscle in 
the do-not-call list
Do you find telemarketing calls to 
your home or cell phone intrusive and 
annoying? 

If so, you can stop most of these calls 
by placing your phone number on 
Pennsylvania’s do-not-call list. You can 
visit the Pennsylvania Attorney General’s 
website, www.attorneygeneral.gov, and 
click on the do-not-call list icon. You may 
also register by calling 1-888-777-3406.

I want to make it easier for you to stop 
unwanted calls, and that’s why I am 
supporting H.B. 820. The bill would make 
three improvements to the Telemarketer 
Registration Act:

 It would give you the ability to remain 
on Pennsylvania’s telemarketing 
do-not-call list as long as you wish. 
Current state law maintains a do-
not-call list for five years. At the end 
of each five-year period, people who 
want to have their number on the do-
not-call list must re-register.

 It would ban telemarketing calls on 
legal holidays.

 It would require telemarketers using 
an automated calling system to 
provide an opt-out provision within the 
first few seconds of each call, and a 
toll-free call-back number for calls that 
go to voicemail.

Beware of IRS scams 
in our area
Please be aware that fraud artists are still 
peppering area residents with a phone and 
email scam in which imposters claim to be 
from the Internal Revenue Service and ask for 
personal financial information. 

Please be aware that the IRS will NOT initiate 
first contact with you about taxes owed through 
a phone call or email.

Always be wary of unsolicited phone calls in 
which someone claims to be representing a 
business or government entity and aggressively 
demands payment. The IRS will always send 
official correspondence through the mail to make 
its first contact with you.

Additionally, it is important for you to know 
that the IRS:

 Never asks for credit card, debit card or 
prepaid card information over the telephone.

 Never insists that taxpayers use a specific 
payment method to pay tax obligations.

 Never requests immediate payment over 
the telephone and will not take enforcement 
action immediately after a phone 
conversation. 

Other characteristics of these scams include:
 Scammers use fake names and IRS 

badge numbers. They generally use 
common names and surnames to identify 
themselves.

 Scammers may be able to recite the last 
four digits of a victim’s Social Security 
number.

 Scammers spoof the IRS toll-free number 
on caller ID to make it appear that it’s the 
IRS calling.

 Scammers sometimes send bogus IRS 
emails to some victims to support their 
bogus calls.

 Victims hear background noise of other calls 
being conducted to mimic a call site.

If you feel you have been targeted by this scam, 
please call the Treasury Inspector General for 
Tax Administration at 1-800-366-4484.

Complaints also may be filed with the Federal 
Trade Commission through its Complaint 
Assistant (www.ftccomplaintassistant.gov) to 
make the information available to investigators.

You can also get more information and report 
scams to the state Office of Attorney General’s 
Bureau of Consumer Protection at 1-800-441-
2555.

Protecting pets

Tremendous costumes and turnouts were 
hallmarks of Halloween parades held 
throughout the 20th Legislative District last 
fall.

Two 
satellite 
offices to 
serve you!
Please remember 
that I have opened 
two satellite offices 
to provide better 
constituent service to the 
entire 20th Legislative 
District.

The North Boroughs 
office is located at 
the Avalon Borough 
Building, 640 California 
Ave., Avalon. It is 
open from 8:30 a.m. to 
noon Thursdays or by 
appointment.

The Polish Hill office is 
located at the Polish Hill 
Civic Association, 3060 
Brereton St., Pittsburgh. 
It is open Fridays from 
12:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Of course, you can visit 
or call my primary office 
at 3689 California Ave., 
Pittsburgh. It is open 
from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m. Monday through 
Friday. The phone 
number is 412-321-5523.

The bill has passed the House of 
Representatives. It has gone to the state 
Senate for possible consideration. If the Senate 
agrees, the bill would go to the governor and he 
could sign it into law.

There are exceptions to the Telemarketer 
Registration Act. It does not stop calls from 
businesses to existing customers or to people 
who have done business with the company in 
the previous 12 months.

It also does not stop debt collection 
calls, calls from tax-exempt charitable or 
fraternal organizations, calls from veterans’ 
organizations and calls made on behalf of 
political groups or candidates.
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